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SUMMARY: CONVERSATIVE PARTY, IN FINAL DAYS BEFORE ASSEM- 
BLING AT BLACKPOOL FOR ANNUAL CONVENTION, IS UNENTHUSIAS- 
TIC, SOMEWHAT APPREHENSIVE AND BY NO MEANS LOOKS FORWARD 
TO ANNUAL CONVENTION. END SUMMARY 

1. CONSERVATIVE PARTY IS CURRENTLY RATHER UNENTHUSIASTIC 
ABUT ITS UPCOMING ANNUAL CONVENTION. MPS. PARTY OF- 
FICIALS AND ORDINARY PARTY MEMBERS ARE "RESIGNED" TO THE 
FACT OF HAVING TO GO TO BLACKPPOOL NEXT WEEK. THEY ARE 
NOT ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE PROSPECT, AND IT'S NOT SIMPLY 
THEIR DISTASTE FOR BLACKPOOL HOTEL LIFE OR THE QUETION- 
ABLE OFERINGS OF THE TRADITIONAL CUISINE. 

2. LACK OF ENTHUSIASM IS ROOTED IN BASIC ACCEPTANCE OF 
PRESENT POLITICAL BALANCE, WHICH IS NOT IN THEIR FAVOR. 
CONSERVATIVE STRENGHT IN COMMONS IS NOT SUFFICIENT, EVEN 
IF FULLY MOBILIZED AND UNITED, TO THREATEN SERIOUSLY 
CONTROL OF THE LABOR GOVERNMET. THUS, NATIONAL ELECTIONS 
AND ADRENALIN THAT COURSES THROUGH THE PARTY AT SUCH 
TIMES ARE SOME DISTANCE IN THE FUTURE. CONSERVATIVES AN- 
TICIPATE THAT LABOR WILL NOT HAVE TO CALL NATIONAL ELEC- 
TIONS UNTIL 1977 AT THE EARLIEST. 

3. AT THE SAME TIME, MPS EXPECT RUMP SESSION OF LAST 
PARLIAMENT AND THE NEW PARLIAMENT, BEGINNING IN NOVEMBER 
TO BE FILLED WITH CONINUING HEAVY PROGRAMMING OF LEGIS- 
LATION, REQUIRING COMMITMENT OF TIME TO SESSIONS IN THE 
HOUSE AS WELL AS TO INSTENSIVE COMMITTEE WORK. CONSERVA- 
TIVES, PARTICULARLY YOUNGER MPS, HAVE GAINED A GREAT DEAL 
OF POLITICAL EXPERTISE DURING THIS PAST PRESS! JREIZED 
PARLIAMENT, BUT HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE EFFECTIVELY TO DOMIN- 
ATE OR MAKE SERIOUS IN ROADS AGAINST LABOR PROGRAM. THUS, 

IN RECENT POLITICAL BROADCAST OF PARTY, CONVERSATIVES 
TACITLY ACCEPTED FACT THEY COULD NOT DEFEAT GOVERNMENT'S 
PROGRAM FOR COMMUNITY LAND NATIONALIZATION AND ANNOUNCED 
CONSERVATIVES (I.E., THE NEXT GOVERNMENT) WOULD REPEAL 
LABOR'S LEGISLATION. THIS TONE. THAT IS RELUCTANT ACCEPT- 
TANCE OF INABILITY OF CONVERSATIVES TO DEFEAT LABOR NOR 

AND IN FORESSEABLE FUTURE HAS ALSO CREPT INTO SOME OF 
MRS THATCHER'S SPEECHES. 
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4. CONVERSATIVES SEE THEIR BLACKPPOOL MEETING AS CHANCE 
TO DEMONSTRATE GREATER DEGREE OF UNITY WITHIN PARTY THAN 
LABOR CONVENTION HAS DISPLAYED. NO ONE SERIOUSLY EXPECTS 
THAT MARGARET THATCHER'S LEADERSHIP WILL BE EFFECTIVE 
ALTERNATIVE TO PARTY'S CURRENT POLICIES ON ECONOMICS AND INFLATION. 
SUCH FIREWORKS AS MAY OCCUR IN DEBATES SCHEDULED 
ON BOTH THESE TOPICS, ARE LIKELY TO BE SHORT LIVED. TORIES OF 
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COURSE, HAVE BEEN PLEASED BY MEDIA DISPLAY OF LABOR 
PARTY'S DISARRAY THIS WEEK IN BLACKPOOL AND WILL SEE TO 
AVOID PUBLIC SHOW OF PARTY FRICTION AND DISUNITY. 

5. CONSERVATIVES DO EXPECT CONVENTION TO ENDORSE MRS 
THATCHER RESOUNDINGLY AS LEADER OF THE PARTY, AND NET 
EFFECT OF BLACKPOOL WILT. BE PAEAN OF ADULATION AND PRAISE 
FOR HER. COMING ON TOP OF HER SUCCESSFUL VISIT IN THE 

U.S., THIS WILL STRENGHTEN HER CONFIDENCE, PER- 
HAPS PERMITTING HER TO CARRY FURTHER CHANGES OUT IN COM- 
POSITION OF SHADOW CABINET, PARTY DIRECTION AND POLICY 
FORMULATION. WITH APPLAUSE RINGING IN HER EARS, MRS 
THATCHER MAY WELL BE ENCOURAGED TO SOMEWHAT MORE AGGRES- 
SIVE LEADERSHIP PF THE PARTY IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 
ACCROSS-THE-BOARD. 

6. IN THIS CONNECTION, HEATH EXPECTS TO MAKE VERY SHORT 
APPEARANCE AT BLACKPOOL BUT WILL NOT BE PRESENT FOR FINAL 
STAGES OF CONVENTION WHICH WILL BE DOMINATED BY MRS 
THATCHER. ONE OF HIS YOUNG POLITICAL AIDES TOLD AN EM- 
BASSY OFFICER THAT HEATH HAS NO ILLUSIONS AS TO POSSIBIL- 
ITY OF EVER BECOMING LEADER OF PARTY AGAIN AND THUS FACES 
DILEMMA OF DECIDING WHETHER HE WILL A) LEAVE POLITICS, 

B) REMAIN IN POLITICS BUT LEAVE HOUSE OF COMMONS, OR C) 

REMAIN IN POLITICS AND HOUSE FOR A TIME, MAKING OCCASIONAL 
SPEECHES AND SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON PARTY FROM TIME-TO- 
TIME. NOW THAT REFERENDUM SUCCESSFULLY WON, HEATH 
PROBABLY WILL HAVE TO FIND SOMETHING TO DO TO FOCUS HIS 
TALENTS, ACCORDING TO AIDE, BUT EXACTLY WHAT THAT WILL BE 
IS NOT CLEAR. 

7. PREVAILING MOOD OF CONSERVATIVES JUST BEFORE ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE IS MIXED: RESIGNATION THAT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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TIME HAS ROLLED AROUND AGAIN: RESOLUTION TO AVOID PUB- 
LICITY ON INTER-PARTY DISAGREEMENT AND TO PRESENT SHOW 
OF UNITY: ANTICIPATION THAT CONFERENCE WILL END UP AS 
VEHICLE FOR THATCHER LEADERSHIP: AND DREAD THAT CON 
FERENCE WILL BE DREARY, UNDRAMATIC AND DULL FROM MEDIA'S 
POINT OF VIEW. WITH THIS KIND OF ATMOSPHERE, MRS 
THATCHER’S JOB OF ELECTRIFYING THE CONFERENCE AND CON- 
VINCING PARTY MEMBERS CONSERVATIVES CAN WIN UNDER HER 
LEADERSHIP WILL BE ALL THE HARDER. 

SPIERS 
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